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David Hume  (1711-1776)

Berkeley had declared that the material world did not exist for the individual until it was perceived but had included the notion of God as a permanent perceiver to ensure the stability of physical objects. uHune Hume went one step further and omitted the concept of God. He claimed that since all knowledge of the outside world came to the person through his perception and all of perception was subjective, there was no way of finding out whether there really is a physical reality or not. There may be a reality or there may not. We can never be sure of either. So his approach is called skepticism, which is a doctrine of doubt that assumes that no certitude in knowledge is possible.

(Food for thought: Hume’s skepticism and the contrast with Quran’s (la raiba feeh) certain knowledge)

Hume’s most valuable contribution to Psychology is his notion of association of ideas. Although other philosophers such as Hobbes and Locke also took up the subject, it was Hume who made it the very foundation of his system. He explains association of ideas as follows: One thought reaches our consciousness and is followed by another. Continuity between thoughts is created in this way and they become attached to each other. Hume has thus placed a lot of emphasis on contiguity as a chief law governing association. This means that sensations always impinge upon us in a particular order, with the result that they become so strongly attached to each other that one cannot be remembered without recollecting the other. He also stressed that similarity causes association as well.

Hume has distinguished between two classes of perception: impressions which are lucid and powerful (we can liken them to sensations as we know them today) and ideas that are weaker and less precise. (The modern equivalent is image). 

David Hartley (1705-1757)

Like other philosophers before him, Hartley viewed the world in mechanistic terms. In one respect he exceeded the aims of other empiricists and associationists. Not only did Hartley attempt to explain psychological processes in light of mechanical principles, but he also tried to explain their underlying physiological processes. He says that sensations are carried to the brain through a vibration of nerves. Now if some experiences are naturally conjoined in some order then the consequence is that the nerve vibrations set up by them also reach the brain in the same order. Some stimulus agitates one sense organ and the sensation is carried to the brain and is immediately followed by another sensation that has arisen because some other sense organ has been excited. It is in this manner that the first and the second and all subsequent vibrations become associated. The parts of the brain are connected in such a way that when the first sensation awakens the first part, the other areas are automatically awakened. One series of sensations- a, b, c, d, - creates such an organization in the brain that when a is excited the others that is b, c, d are also awakened. This creates a memory image.  

